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law in question. And, while doing so, we do not
forget that the law, thus reshaped, is nourished
by the substance of the science of the past, as the
future one will be nourished by the science of the
present. Science endures, like the famous session
of the Chamber of Deputies, which did not cease
for an instant after the anarchist outrage. Science
continues and develops. In this incessant march
toward truth, which she ever approaches more
closely, but which, perhaps, she will never succeed
in possessing entirely, she collects her powers. The
human race also draws from it confidence in her.
This conflict is beautiful, fertile, and profitable.
Yet, while the combatants and the spectators
rejoice and profit by this magnificent spectacle,
the pessimists continue morose and sad. Let
us grieve for the pessimists.r

XIX. The progress of science, like industrial
progress, leaves behind it numerous ruins. But
on these ruins grows a sumptuous plant, which

1 Paul Bourget, in his Essais de Psychologic, even anticipates
the fatal moment when "in the presence of the final bankruptcy
of scientific knowledge, many souls will fall into a state of despair
akin to that which would have seized Pascal, if he had been de-
prived of faith. Tragical rebellions whose equal no age has ever
known, will then burst forth."

Bourget proclaimed the failure of science before F. Brunetiere,
but both had numerous predecessors, and doubtless will not lack
saddened and disabled followers.